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The objective of thiS Presentation
iS 40 et the wider

community know about The

Garden Project and inspire
future possibilities.













How it started...

Rebecca, Jamie, Tom and Natali discussed a way £o StoP the
area from becoming a PARKING SPACE after the removal of a biJ
trampoline, Plants and rubbish.

- Nicknamed THE APOLCALYPTIC PLAYGROUND
A POTTOMS UP, GRASS ROOTS aPProach was decided,

A FACEROOK GROUP was set uP, residents where invited and we
SPread the word knocking on doors with flyers,



After receiving over 60 requests to join
the IroupP the first
consultation was created.

We asked....

“What would Jou like £0 have
in the sPace?”



https://miro.com/app/board/09] 1K-jl1c=/?2fbclid=I-
wAR1JuwgSd33hnWSRrjlsYUGagSGn5HADj-KEv-
5SelKIpXff2SD5Lqu81AS5I

i Communal activities

£
i

Arena Recreational /
and Gardening

Spaces Association



https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_lK-j11c=/?fbclid=IwAR1JuwqSd33hnWSRrjlsYUGagSGn5HADj-kEv5SeIKIpXff2SD5Lqu81A5I
https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_lK-j11c=/?fbclid=IwAR1JuwqSd33hnWSRrjlsYUGagSGn5HADj-kEv5SeIKIpXff2SD5Lqu81A5I
https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_lK-j11c=/?fbclid=IwAR1JuwqSd33hnWSRrjlsYUGagSGn5HADj-kEv5SeIKIpXff2SD5Lqu81A5I

Residents expressed a desire for Playful
recreational and Jardening activities.

we launched the first community weekend
(SPring) There was a bid supPort £o the Project
bringing PeoPle todether o Share skills, build,
donate Plants and materials.

We kicked off the weekend by Jetting ordanised ¢o
build benches and Planters out of 1007 recicled
wood and Palettes.




There was a footfall of over 40 peoPle who
ParticiPated for different lendths of times and
With various tasks, not just making but cooking,
taking Photodraphs, dj ing,

Showing up, tidJ¥in9g uP and cjeaning.
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The second (ommunit) weekend
(Summer’) was orJanised throudh word of
mouth, fl¥ers, posters FACEROOKk IrouPs and

knocking at door's,

ThiS time we wanted +0 Jet fertile soil ready for
the Plants that were Jrowind for more Planting,
including edibles, and more medicinal herhs.
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This one was difficult

because there was (ovid in Arena

...aNnd we asked the units with cases not to show
uP, Pius PeoPle were on holidays, however had a
footfall of 17 PeoPle, which raise up £0 30+ in the
evening when residents decided £o Put a turn up
and watch the final football match there,






The Garden broudht
PeoPle toJether

over a healthy, sober activity and left an
invitation for Peoble £to hand out in the Space, do
9ardening, chill out, time for solitude as well as
£0 socialise in an outdoor neutral space, building
community bonding.



currently The Garden needs o
9et ready for winter

cleanind Pruning,clearing planting winter veddies,

Thoudh PeoPle don't fancy Jardening
in the cold and dark.

The Project has run entirely
oNn a voluntary basis.












we believe The Garden as a Potential £to become a Permaculture
landmark of the Warehouse District, @ sustainable hub from clean
Crops and cuitivation £o Permaculture building (Greenhouses, chill
out roofed areas), water and other resources recyding.

A Place £0 learn about hands on-sustainable-urban living.

It's imPortant o work on the PlayIround element as well. Really,
the vision iS found on the Vision board (Miro).we would like
PeoPle £0 use the sPace in constructive, Playful and nourishing
waJs and a Place £0 support the residents do strendhten their
Physical, mental, emotional and spiritual wellbeind,



Strendth and weaknesses of the Project
Strendths

-0ffered a space to meet local human needs of community, interaction, attention, movement, time in nature, rapport, achievement, breathind and human connection,
-We worked with a sustainable and ecoloJical aPProach, using reccled materials, donated materials, donated Plants, clean soil and ordanic soil cultivation,

-Proudht natural life to Arena, over 11 medicinal Plants, over 4O types of ornamental flowering pollinator Plants who broudht bees, beetles, butterlies, moths and a diversity of
insects (we even had a bee hivel), rescued over 10 bamboos, various type of Jrasses and 2 trees,

-In this Oasis PeoPle found time to spend safe time outdoors, time on their own; morning coffees, reading, chatting to neighbours etc
-We mainly manaJed to keeP sound levels very low (not amps, no Parties, no Jatherings atter 10/11 Pm
-communit initiatives: various residents ook on ordanising some fun thinds: movie nights, ¥09a, bonfires, Jardening, etc.

-Wider local 9ardening Iroups networking: Finshury Park community Garden, Growingd in Haringey, Stamford Hill State Jardens. This and other [ocal bodies supported the Project on a
voluntary basis. ThiS meant a strendthening of the community network over wellbeing activities,

Weaknesses

-The fact there was no funding at all meant we rrelied on People’s will and spare times (e.9. PeoPle were more up for it over the SPring, more up for traveliind over the summer, not
S0 much available over autumn,

-Some PeoPje in the back units reported not feeling that was a communal Jarden because mainly peopje from the front units were using the space,

-Moving forward with the results of our consultation in mind means accessing more resources (fundind/support). This means stepPping into a bureaucratic field the core Jroup was
not up £o deal with on the first Place,

-Some residents felt limited in their desired to use of the space due to the sound level restriction (e 9. barbecue, shows, more cinema nights, etc)
-The Pile of wod became messier and messier as residents started to use it as a PIY dumping corner, : (

-(ommunication manajement-core Jroup-manajement was not fluid. Management accepted to have the first community weekend but later became more critical of the Project,



